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Draft Resolution on Building Prosperity in Asia Through Friendship and Cooperation
SC- Political/Draft Res/2017/01
15 March 2017 
We the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly

Recalling relevant APA resolutions on Advancing the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2015/01—11 December 2015); Resolution on Measures and Methods of Materialization of Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2014/01— 3 December 2014); Resolution on Consolidation of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2013/01-- 9 December 2013); Resolution on Reinforcing the Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2010/09—30 November  2010);  Resolution  on  Pursuing  Implementation  of  the  Declaration  on  the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2008/09, 29 November 2008) and Resolution on the Friendship Pact in Asia; (APA/Res/2007/06, dated 19 November 2007);  Text  of  the  Declaration  on  Principles  of  Friendship  and  Cooperation  in  Asia (APA/Res/2007/06/Annex, 19 November 2007);

Relying on deep-rooted ties of history, geography, culture, economy, politics, and civilization which bind Asian nations together;

Recognizing the amity and the friendly relations among the Asian Nations, Parliaments, and States as an indispensable asset which need to be further strengthened by all kinds of inter- governmental; inter-parliamentary as well as inter-national interaction and cooperation; 

Deploring the current widespread war and violence in West Asia which undermine peace and security and entail massive killing and indiscriminate targeting of innocent people;

Offering in Good Faith all our capacities and capabilities in parliamentary diplomacy for mediation, reconciliation, and supporting dialogue with a view to promoting friendship and cooperation and contribute to peaceful resolution of conflicts in Asia;

Emphasizing the fundamental role of democracy and human rights in the promotion of friendship and cooperation in Asia and calling upon all Member Parliaments and their respective Governments to ensure equal and non-discriminatory access of their citizens to civil rights;

Reiterating the importance of the Declaration on the Principles of Friendly Relations in Asia as a proper framework for promoting peace and prosperity in Asia;

Encouraging further expansion of friendly relations including cultural, diplomatic, scientific, and commercial relations among all Asian States and further interaction among Asian Parliaments and Nations in pursuance of the purposes of the Declaration;

1. Urge collective and concerted efforts by all Asian States whose parliaments are APA Members to provide humanitarian assistance of all kinds to the vulnerable people in war- torn countries;

2. Call  Upon  all  Asian  States  to  direct  their  diplomatic  efforts  at  reducing political tensions and utilize all ways and means within their power to avoid and the escalate controversies which have potential to undermine principles of friendship and cooperation in Asia;
3. Urge Asian Parliaments to disseminate information about the APA Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia by all available means including parliamentary   and   state   publications,   parliamentary   friendship   groups,   public programs, etc.

4. Decide that every Member Parliament would motivate public and private media networks, websites and the like at local and national levels to engage in promoting and spreading the word about the content, importance and positive results of the adoption and implementation of the APA Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia;

5. Encourage Asian academic institutions, think-tanks and research centers, universities and educational institutions, as well as professional associations throughout Asia to take part in promoting and adhering to the tenets and guidelines enshrined in the APA Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia,

6. Call upon all APA Member Parliaments to inform the APA Secretariat of measures they have taken in promoting the APA Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia

7. Request the Secretary-General to continue its consultations and coordination with the APA Member Parliaments as well as interested Asian organizations and academic institutions for promoting further activities and joint initiatives pertaining to Friendship and Cooperation in Asia.
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Draft Resolution on Asian Parliaments and Governments Together for Prosperity in Asia
SC- Political/Draft Res/2017/02

15 March 2017 

We the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA),

Recalling   APA   resolutions   on   Mobilizing   Interactions   Between   APA   and   Asian Governments (APA/Res/2015/02—11 December 2015); Engaging APA with Asian Governments and Inter-Governmental Organizations (APA/Res/2014/02); Asian Parliaments and Governments: Together for Solidarity and Prosperity in Asia (APA/Res/2013/02 –9 December 2013); Measures for Enhancing Cooperation Between APA and Asian Governments (APA/Res/2010/11, 30 November 2010) and resolution on Enhancing Cooperation Between Asian Parliamentary Assembly Member Parliaments and Their Governments for Implementation of APA Decisions (APA/Res/2008/10, 29 November 2008);

Emphasizing  the  need  to  foster  closer  coordination  and  cooperation  between  APA  and Governments of APA Member Parliaments;

Encouraging Member Parliaments to consider endorsing and adopting common legislations on issues of mutual interest to both APA and Asian Governments;

1.
Urge all Member Parliaments to inform relevant high-ranking officials of their respective governments of the great potentials, activities, and achievements of the  APA  as  the  largest  inter-parliamentary organization in  Asia  and report thereon to the Secretariat for circulation;

2.
Decide to form APA parliamentary groups comprising nominated delegates from volunteer  Member  Parliaments  under  the  supervision  of  the  APA Vice-President for Political Affairs, and in full coordination with the APA Secretariat, to hold contacts and meetings with relevant inter-parliamentary and inter-governmental organizations, with a view to converging points of view and considering possible joint initiatives pertaining to regional and global issues, including the creation of an Asian Parliament;

3.
Encourage  Member  Parliaments  to  seek  the  views  of  their  respective Governments on the subject of Asian Parliament and to contribute to the work of the APA Special Committee on the Creation of Asian Parliament (SCCAP) by providing their points of views and analyses of the subject matter;
4.
Request  APA  Member  Parliaments  to  identify  and  describe  their  priority desirable topics for receiving training, as well their capabilities to offer training and best practices, and share them with other Parliaments through the APA Secretariat, in order to organize training programs on exchanging best practices and learning from each other;
5.
Request the Vice-President for Political Affairs to report to the Executive Council and the Plenary Sessions on his/her activities pertaining to the formation of working groups from interested Member Parliaments to focus on the implementation of APA decisions on political affairs;
6.
Request  the  Secretary-General  to  expand  the  scope  of  its  contacts  and communications with inter-governmental as well as inter-parliamentary organizations who work on issues relevant to the items on the APA agenda in order to facilitate further interaction and joint efforts on common grounds with a view to enhancing cooperation between Asian Parliaments and Governments and report thereon to the next session of the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs and the Executive Council.
[image: image3.png]



Draft Resolution on Significant Political Developments in Asia
SC- Political/Draft Res/2017/03

15 March 2017 

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Inspired by the principles and values enshrined in the Charter of the APA;

Reaffirming its commitment to the promotion of freedom, democracy, peace and security at regional and global levels;

Promoting, as an APA principal policy, the resort to political means and diplomatic solutions, including parliamentary diplomacy, for resolving internal and international conflicts, instead of violent and military course of actions;
Expressing the utmost concern on the passing JASTA Law by the US Congress in September 2016, which is in direct violation of the UN Convention on Jurisdictional Immunity of States and their Property.
Considering terrorism and violent extremism as serious common concerns for all Member Parliaments, threatening the security and well-being of human societies;

Being Concerned with the situation in Yemen, call for national and political solutions to the crisis and warns against the escalation of tensions by terrorist groups like al- Qaeda which could swirl the country into chronic violence and instability;

1. Deplore massive destruction and indiscriminate killing of innocent civilians in Syria and Iraq and urge the international community to help Syrian and Iraqi peoples to confront  the menace of terrorism;

2. Urge the governmental authorities as well as all civilian opposition fronts and entities in Syria to expedite their engagement in constructive dialogue and mutual compromise with a view to achieving political solutions to their disputes; putting an end to internal armed conflicts; safeguarding independence, national sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of Syria; and guaranteeing civil rights and freedoms including fair and free elections;

3. Call Upon all relevant parties to replace the existing armistice agreement with a peace treaty (DPR Korea) establish effective mechanisms to ensure peace and stability in the Korean Peninsula, adhere to principles of international law including the principle of peaceful settlement of disputes, and avoid any action that might provoke tension and destabilize regional and international peace and security;

4. Express concerns on the growing potentials for conflict in Kashmir and urge the concerned states to observe utmost restraints and abide by the respective resolutions of the United Nations concerning the situation in Kashmir. (Russia)
5. Support the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) between the Islamic Republic of Iran and E3/EU+3 (Germany, England, France/European Union+ United States, China, Russia) as endorsed by the United Nations Security Council Resolution 2231 and acknowledge the fulfillment of undertakings by the Islamic Republic of Iran under the plan as verified by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), and urge other parties to fully implement their commitments under the JCPOA. which include the complete removal of all sanctions of the United Nations Security Council, as well as multilateral and national sanctions related to Iran's nuclear program and in upholding its rights under the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT); (Russia)
6. Call Upon the US Government and Congress to retrieve from JASTA Law.
7. Decide to offer APA Good Offices for peaceful settlement of disputes through mediation;   conciliation;   and   negotiation   in   Asia   utilizing   its   unparalleled capacities in parliamentary diplomacy, through its Troika-Plus mechanism or otherwise, whenever requested by parties.
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Draft Resolution on

United Against Terrorism and

Violent Extremism
SC- Political/Draft Res/2017/04

15 March 2017 

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolutions on Deploring Acts of Terrorism and Violent Extremism (APA/Res/2015/03 – 11 December 2015); Denunciation of Terrorism and Violent Extremism (APA/Res/2014/03 – 3 December 2014
NEW 1 Recognizing the need to fully implement relevant resolutions of the United Nations Security Council concerning threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts, in particular, 1267, 1373, 1540, 1624, 2170, 2178, 2199, 2253, and the Global Counter-Terrorism strategy; (Russia)
Recognizing the purposes of the United Nations which is to promote and encourage universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction as to race, gender, language or religion, (Pakistan)
NEW 2 Reiterating that terrorism in all forms and manifestations constitutes one of the most serious threats to peace and security and that any act of terror is criminal, regardless of the motivations of its perpetrators, whenever, wherever, and by whomsoever committed, and that terrorism and violent extremism as and when conducive to terrorism cannot and should not be associated with any religion, nationality, civilization or ethnic group; (Russia)
NEW 3 Underscoring the primary leading role of States and their competent agencies in preventing and countering terrorism and violent extremism conducive to terrorism, at the national and international levels, and stressing the necessity to conduct international co-operation in accordance with the principles of international law, including that of equality and sovereignty of States and non-interference in their internal affairs; (Russia) 
Reaffirming APA commitment to the promotion of peace and security at regional and global levels on the basis of justice and the rule of law;

Encouraging all Member Parliaments as well as governmental and relevant non-governmental organizations in Asia to generate public awareness of the dangers of intolerance and sectarian violence and the importance of inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue;

Condemning any and all kinds of support for, or advocacy of, national, racial or religious hatred that would constitute incitement to terrorism, extremism, discrimination, or sectarian violence; 

NEW 4 Recognizing the necessity to counter the spread of terrorist ideology and propaganda, including acts of public justification of terrorism intended to incite a terrorist act or acts; (Russia)
Remaining concerned that terrorism and violent extremism that leads to it continue to threaten peace and security in many areas of Asia as well as the social and economic development of international community;

NEW 5 Expressing the gravest concern about the presence, violent extremist ideology and terrorist actions of the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL, also known as Da'esh), Al-Qaida, and their affiliates, as designated by the United Nations Security Council, in the Middle East and North Africa and beyond;
Deploring the acts of terrorism carried out by Daesh the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL, also known as Da'esh) and Jabhat-al-Nosra the Al-Nusra Front (recently dobbed as Fateh al-Sham) against innocent people in Iraq and Syria and holding those who originally sponsored and supported these terrorist organizations accountable for undermining regional peace and stability; (Russia)
Recognizing the commitment of all religions to peace and stressing that acts of «terrorism and horrorism» by Daesh, a Al-Qaeda, and their offshoots and affiliates have no basis in the teachings of true Islam, which is a Divine peaceful religion, as terrorists craft distorted misinterpretations of the origional religious doctrines in order to justify violence and recruit new supporters and adherents of extremist ideologies, as there is no ground in the teachings of true Judaism justifying acts of terror and atrocities by Izrael and reject stereotyping of any religious, national, or ethnic group as supporting terrorism; (Russia)
Acknowledging that atrocities committed by Daesh in Iraq and Syria have led to disastrous humanitarian, economic, social and cultural consequences and continue to undermine international efforts towards achieving a just and lasting peace in the region;

Considering foreign occupation as a violation of independence of the occupied countries that constitutes a real threat to peace and international security thus according the people under foreign occupation the right to resist occupation and exercise self-determination in accordance with international law is not, in any way, an act of terrorism; (Russia)
1. Invite all parliaments and parliamentarians of the world to utilize all means available to support regional and global efforts aimed at stopping acts of violence and addressing conditions conducive to spread of terrorism and violent extremism;

2. Urge Asian Parliaments to ensure that hatred at all levels and with all its manifestations including hatred and bigotry based on economic, social, cultural, ethnic, religious and political prejudice and discrimination, including racism, xenophobia, Islamophobia homophobia, misogyny and all kinds of persecution on the basis of hate shall not be tolerated; (Pakistan)
3. Call Upon all APA Member Parliaments to focus on improving capacity building in their own respective countries, and collectively across Asia, for combating terrorism and violent extremism;

4. Encourage Member Parliaments and their respective governments to exchange their best practices in fighting terrorism and extremism including through the promotion of interfaith dialogue;

5. Reiterate our strong and unequivocal condemnation to hatred, incitement to racial discrimination, as well as all acts of violence or incitement to such acts against any race or group of persons of another colour or ethnic origin, and also the provision of any assistance to racist activities, including the financing thereof; (Pakistan)
6. Call Upon the international community to stand united in the global fight against terrorism, to work together to prevent and suppress terrorist attacks, and to address conditions conducive to its spread, through increased international solidarity and co-operation, in full recognition of the central role of the United Nations, and in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and other obligations under international law;  and spare no efforts to combat all terrorist and extremist entities who violate international law; (Russia)
7. Urge all Member Parliaments to harmonize their efforts in promulgating counter-terrorism legislations in Asia with a view to facilitating more effective cooperation among Asian governments in combating terrorism;
8. Condemn all ways of terrorist financing (including Daesh, Al-Qaida and other terrorist organizations and Israeli regime) and material support through trade in oil and oil products, smuggled antiquities, financial aid, weapons, ammunition, etc. (Russia)
9. Decide to keep this item on its agenda and monitor the developments related to atrocities by Al-Qaida and Daesh and other terrorist organizations in order to take all possible measures to curb the effects and consequences of terrorism and violent extremism in Iraq, Syria, and other countries;
10. Request the Secretary-General to make necessary consultations and coordination with the Member Parliaments as well as interested Asian organizations and academic institutions to promote further activities and joint initiatives pertaining to the elimination of hatred and combating terrorism in Asia. (Pakistan)
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Draft Resolution on Asian Parliaments’ Unwavering Support For The Palestinian People
SC- Political/Draft Res/2017/05

15 March 2017 

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolutions on Supporting Palestinian State and Protecting Rights of Palestinian People, (APA/Res/2013/03, 9 December 2013); Violations of International Humanitarian Law in the Palestine and the War Crimes Committed By the Zionist Regime in Gaza (APA/Res/2009/01, 8 December 2009); and Humanitarian Crisis in Palestine Particularly in the Gaza Strip (APA/Res/2008/08, 29 November 2008);

Inspired by the Principles and objectives enshrined in the APA Charter and the relevant APA resolutions;

Committed to contribute to the promotion of peace and security at regional and global levels on the basis of justice and the rule of law;

Affirming the responsibility of the international community to support implementation of resolutions and recommendations of the United Nations Security Council; the UN General Assembly; the Human Rights Council; and the APA pertinent to the situation in Palestine, particularly Al-Quds Al-Sharif; 

Supporting the establishment of an independent Palestinian State with al-Quds al-Sharif as its capital;

Reaffirming the applicability of the fourth Geneva Convention relative to the protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, to the occupied Palestinian territories, including Al-Quds Al-Sharif; 

Expressing serious concerns on Israel’s lack of commitment to abide by resolutions and recommendations of the UN Security Council, the General Assembly, the Human Rights Council, the Inter-Parliamentary Union, and the APA regarding the human rights situation in the occupied Palestinian territories, particularly in Al-Quds Al-Sharif; 

Recognizing that Israel’s severe violations of international humanitarian law and of the human rights of Palestinian people undermine international efforts towards achieving a just and lasting peace in the region;

1. Urge all Members of the APA to support and treat the State of Palestine as a full member of the United Nations 
2. Denounce all violations of international law which threaten international peace and security including all acts of terrorism and organized crimes; and violations of human rights committed by the Israeli occupying forces in Palestine.
3. Encourage all members of the international community to put pressure on Israel to immediately release all the Palestinian prisoners including the Members of the Palestinian Parliament; dismantle all illegal settlements as well as the entire separating wall and put an end to confiscating Palestinian lands.
4. Declare all legislative and administrative measures and actions taken by Israel, including expropriation of land and properties which tend to change the legal status of Jerusalem as invalid and bearing no legal effect on their original status.
5. Condemn Israel’s continuation of building settlements defying applicable international law; disregarding the legitimate rights of the Palestinian People including their right to resist and protest against foreign occupation of their lands; and hampering international efforts towards achieving a just and lasting peace in the region;

6. Express grave concerns on the suppression and injustice, as well as continuing violence practiced against people, particularly women and children, in the occupied Palestinian territories under the Israeli occupation including East Jerusalem, and in the Syrian Golan occupied by Israel;
7. Call Upon all members of the APA and the United Nations as well as all regional and international organizations concerned, particularly the United Nations Security Council and the International Criminal Court to address, under the UN Charter and the Rome Statute, the crimes against humanity and the war crimes committed by Israel in Palestine which threaten the international peace and security;
8. Praise the decision taken by the European Union not to purchase any products produced in the settlements based in the occupied territories and call on states of the APA Member Parliaments to act in a similar way;
9. Demand Israel to stop the systematic destruction of the Palestinian cultural heritage as well as the destruction of public and private properties, as laid down in the Fourth Geneva Convention;
10. Reject the unlawful resolutions adopted by the Israeli Kennesit such as Judaisation of the Jerusalem and the Citizenship Loyalty Law, denying the State of Palestine and the rights of Palestinian People in the occupied territories;

11. Call Upon the international community to fulfill its pledges to rebuild infrastructure and rehabilitate people in Gaza which have been destroyed by Israeli forces. 
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Draft Resolution on “Good Governance” 


SC- Political/Draft Res/2017/06

15 March 2017 

Realizing that good governance is inextricably linked to sustainable development which leads to stability and prosperity;
Recalling, UN  Commission on Human Rights Resolution No.2005/68 of 20 April 2005, UN Human Rights Council Resolution No.7/11 of 27 March 2008 on “Good Governance for the Promotion of Human Rights” and as well as the “United Nations Millennium Declaration”;

Recognizing the importance of good governance in the achievement of SDGs;

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948, the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, 1969, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1976, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1976, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, 1979, the Convention against Torture, 1987, the Convention on the Rights of Child, 1990, which provides every citizen, irrespective of gender, religion or race, a right to take part in the public affairs;
Therefore, we the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, 

1.
Welcome the inclusion of good governance in Sustainable Development Goals, to promote a just and equitable society;

2.
Reiterate that good governance is a key to achieving inclusive economic, social and institutional development;

3.
Recognizes that transparency in all its forms and manifestations, free, responsible media, right to information and a vibrant civil society are the pillars of good governance;

4.
Suggests that Member Parliaments may provide indicators for good governance;

5.
Stresses upon the Member Parliaments to identify gaps in governance which may lead to poverty, injustice and terrorism resulting in the weakening of democratic institutions;  

6.
Calls upon Member Parliaments to ensure enhanced participation of women, youth and minorities in the national political process;

******
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Draft Resolution on “Good Parliamentary Practices”


SC- Political/Draft Res/2017/07
15 March 2017 

Noting the ever increasing and assertive role of parliaments in public affairs and in the promotion of democratization for ensuring good governance;

Taking into account the fact that 181 states have adopted parliamentary systems for managing their national affairs;

Noting the cardinal role that parliaments play in a democratic polity and in addressing issues of public importance;

Recognizing that parliaments must be truly representative, transparent, accessible, accountable and effective in its functions;

We, the members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly:

1. 
Urge Member States to adopt transparent modes of public communications, through ensuring access of media to their administrative system and to develop their own websites and broadcasting channels;

2. 
Further urge Member parliaments to devise effective outreach mechanisms for engagement with public, including, civil society, with a view to ensure their meaningful contribution in the legislative processes;
3. 
Call upon APA Members parliaments to adopt measures for ensuing public confidence in the integrity of parliamentarians, through enforceable codes of conduct and transparency in managing the affairs of political parties and their funding;
4. 
Encourage Member states to streamline their legislative process by encouraging public hearing in respective constituencies;
5. 
Call upon Member parliaments to ensure their oversight of the executive, particularly,  in the formulation of international policy;
6. 
Also call upon Member Parliaments to ensure their effective participation at regional and international fora with a view to promote transnational collaboration in the resolution of international disputes, in particular, violent conflicts;

7. 
Urges APA Member Parliaments to adopt positive measures for ensuring a meaningful participation of women, minorities and marginalized communities in their working; and 

9.
Call upon Member Parliaments to promote inter-parliamentary cooperation through formation of friendship groups and working groups on issues of common interest;


10. 
Further Call upon Member Parliaments to encourage developing democracies through sharing their experiences and best parliamentary practices and provide technical and other required support with a view to facilitate their process of democratization.

*****
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Draft Resolution on Rule of “Law and Judicial Empowerment”

SC- Political/Draft Res/2017/08
15 March 2017
Recalling the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, which are indispensable foundations for a more peaceful, prosperous and a conflict free world;

Recognizing that the rule of law is essential for all states equally, and respect for and promotion of the rule of law and justice are the guiding principles for every state; 

Further recognizing that all persons, institutions and entities, public and private, have a right to be accorded equal protection of the law and to be treated in accordance with the law, without any discrimination;

Reaffirming the duty of all Member States to settle their international disputes through peaceful means, including, negotiation, dialogue, mediation, conciliation, arbitration and judicial settlement;

Further reaffirming that the rule of law is and the protection of human rights can realize through the empowerment of the judiciary;

Convinced that the rule of law and sustainable development are inextricably linked and mutually reinforcing, and are an essential prerequisite for the realization of all human rights and fundamental freedoms;

We, the members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly

1.
Stress the importance of civilian capacity development through rule of law; 

2.
Stress the importance of institutional strengthening by maintaining the rule of law; 

3.
Urge Member Parliaments to ensure compliance with international humanitarian laws, as they are an indispensable prerequisite for improving the situation of victims of armed conflict, through enactment of appropriate legislation and development of oversight mechanisms;

4.
Commit to ensure that impunity is not tolerated for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity or for violations of international humanitarian law and gross violations of human rights law;

5.
Stress the importance of strengthened regional and international cooperation, based on the principles of shared responsibility and in accordance with international law;

5.
Encourage the promotion of a system of justice which incorporates the full range of judicial and non-judicial measures to ensure accountability, justice, provide remedies to victims, reconciliation, and establish independent oversight; 

8.
Reiterate our strong and unequivocal condemnation of terrorism and extremism in all its forms and manifestations, committed by whomever, wherever and for whatever purposes, as it constitutes one of the most serious threats to the rule of Law; and

9.
Emphasize the importance of our continued efforts for promotion of the rule of law in all its aspects, and to take steps to strengthen the rule of law for realization of peace and security, human rights and development.
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Draft Resolution on “Towards an Asian Parliament” 

SC- Political/ SCCAP/Draft Res/2017/09
15 March 2017 

Recalling the document titled “Foundations of an Asian Parliament” prepared by the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) Permanent Secretariat in May, 2014;

Further recalling the Lahore Declaration adopted on 3rd Dec, 2014 by APA  Plenary that established the Special Committee on the Creation of the Asian Parliament (SCCAP), to consult with Member Parliaments in order to formulate a road map for Asian Parliament, reflecting the emerging of the Asian Century;

Emphasizing that the creation of an Asian Parliament is a long term objective, various aspects of which need to be explored as stipulated in the report of APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs held on 2 June 2016 in Jordan;

Welcoming the decision made in the  meeting of the SCCAP convened in Jordan in June 2016 and approved by the 9th APA Plenary meeting in 2016, that the SCCAP will function under the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs;

Recalling the discussion of the SCCAP meeting held on 29 November 2016, Siem Reap, Kingdom of Cambodia;

Therefore, we the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, 
1. Reiterate our resolve to continue efforts and support the fulfillment of SCCAP’s objectives;

2. Appreciate the Asian Parliamentary Assembly’s initiative for creation of an Asian Parliament; 
3. Support the step by step and inclusive efforts of the SCCAP in promoting cooperation through consultation with Member Parliaments;

4. Undertake to promote understanding on common issues facing Member Parliaments such as environment, poverty alleviation, trade and regional connectivity amongst others;

5. Propose the creation of sub-regional groups in the APA for providing their respective input to the SCCAP with reference to the formation of the Asian Parliament. 

6. Agree to follow a methodology, whereby, the Sub-Regional groups shall submit their input to the SCCAP which in turn will place a report containing the sub-regional proposal before the Standing Committee on Political Affairs by the tenth APA Plenary in 2017;

******
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